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Text of J ohnson Message to Arms Talks

Special to The New York Tlimes
WASHINGTON, Feb., 21—
Following is the text of a mes-
sage President Johnson sent to-
day to the Disarmament Con-
ference in Geneva: ’

The 18-nation disarmament
committee reconvenes today
in a time of rehewed hope.
Conclusion of a treaty ban-
ning weapong of mass de-
struction in outer space, and
a treaty for a Latin-American
nuclear-free zone, give new
impetus.to the effort to bring
the arms race under control.

The disarmament commit-
tee now faces a great oppor-
tunity—a treaty to prevent
the spread of nuclear weap-
ons. I earnestly hope that it
will soon be possible to rec-
ommend draft provisions of a
nonproliferation treaty for
the considera.tmn of the com-~
mittee,

Ag I pointed out to the
GQongress in my State of the
Union message, the world is
“in the midst of a great trans-
ition, a transition from nar-
row nationalism to interma-
tional partnership; from the
harsh spirit of the cold war

i to the hopeful spirit of com-

mon humanity on a troubled
and threatened planet.”

Asks Need for Equity

Our deepest obligation to
ourselves and to our children
is to bring nuclear weapons
under control. We have al-
ready made considerable prog-

ress. The next step is to pre- .

vent the further spread of
these weapons. If we fail to
act now, nation after nation
will be driven to use valuable:

1 resources to acquire them.

Even local conflicts will in-
volve the danger of nuclear
war, Nuclear arms will spread

to potentially unstable areas
where open warfare has taken
place during the last decade.
Indeed, all the progress of the
past few years toward a less
dangerous world may well be
undone.

A nonproliferation treaty
must be equitable as between
the mnuclear and the non-
nuclear-weapon powers. I am
confident that we can achieve
such equity and that the se-
curity of all nations will be
enhanced.

Such a treaty will help free
the nonnuclear nations from
the agonizing decision of
whether to pursue a seArch
for security through nuclear
arms, Freed from the fear
that nonnuclear neighbors
may develop such weapons,
nations can devote their ef-
forts in the field of atomic
energy to developing strong,
peaceful programs.

No Technological Penalty

I have Instructed our ne-
gotiators to exercise the
greatest care that the treaty
not hinder the nonnuclear
powers in their development
of nuclear energy for peace-
ful purposes. We believe in
sharing the benefits of scien-
tific progress and we will
continue to act accordingly.
Through I.AE.A, [the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agen-
cy] through Euratom, and
through other international
channels, we have shared —
and will continue to share—
the knowledge we have gained
about nuclear energy. There
will be no barrier to effective
cooperation among the signa-
tory nations.

I am sure we all ag'ree that
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major purpose. The treaty
must, therefore, cover nuclear
explosive devices for peaceful
as well as military purposes.
The technology is the same, A
peaceful nuclear explosive de-
vice would, in effect, also be
a highly sophisticated weapon.

However, this will not im-~
pose any technological penalty
on the participating nations.
The United States is prepared
to make available nuclear ex-
plosive services for peaceful
purposes on a nondiscrimina-
tory basis under appropriate
international safeguards. We
are prepared to join other nu-
clear states in a commitment
to do this.

More generally, we recom-
mend that the treaty clearly
state the intention .of its
signatories to make available
the full benefits of peaceful
nuclear technology—including
any benefits that are the by-
product of weapons research.

‘To assure that the peaceful
atom remains peaceful, we
must work toward a broad
international system of safe-
guards satisfactory to all con-
cerned, The treaty provides a
unigque opportunity for prog-
ress to this end.

Agreement on g treaty to
stop the spread of nuclear
weapons will be an historic
turning point in the long
effort to bring the atom to
heel. It will, I am confident,
permit further cooperative
steps to reduce nuclear arma-
ments. Plain sanity calls for a
halt to the competition in nu-
clear arms.

There 1s nothmg to choose
here between the interests of
the nuclear and the non-
nuclear nations: There is a
terrible and inescapable equity
in our common danger. I wish

(X' CGlodspeed in your work
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